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Throughout the season for the five major 
European leagues, the Big-5 Weekly Post 
presents exclusive data on club composi-
tion and players’ pitch performance. All of 
our statistics are carefully reviewed using a 
detailed methodological approach to en-
sure academic accuracy. Analysis published 
in the Big-5 Weekly Post is only part of a 
broader spectrum of data that that thanks 
to our partner Opta Pro can also be pro-
duced in real-time and be made available 
to a wide array of clients, such as broadcast-
ers, websites, newspapers, clubs, leagues, 
national associations and bookmakers.

For more information on our services please 
email us at football.observatory@cies.ch

	 Number of players having participated in WC 2014 qualifications  
 per league of employment and country represented1

Editors: Raffaele Poli, Roger Besson and Loïc Ravenel

Total

1. Italy 2 1 35 38

2. England 32 32

3. France 14 3 11 1 2 31

4. Spain 9 18 1 28

5. Argentina 5 5 3 1 12 26

6. Germany 4 1 18 1 24

7. Switzerland 1 2 11 6 20

8. Belgium 10 2 3 1 16

. Ivory Coast 6 7 2 1 16

. The Netherlands 8 1 4 3 16

11. Colombia 1 2 4 2 6 15

12. Cameroon 1 4 6 3 14

. Croatia 2 3 5 4 14

. Uruguay 4 4 2 4 14

15. Ghana 1 1 5 2 4 13

16. Algeria 1 3 4 4 12

. Greece 3 2 2 5 12

. Japan 2 8 2 12

. Portugal 1 6 3 1 1 12

20. Chili 1 4 6 11

21. Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 6 2 10

. USA 6 1 3 10

23. Nigeria 3 2 2 2 9

24. South Korea 2 5 7

25. Mexico 1 3 1 1 6

26. Australia 2 1 3

. Costa Rica 1 1 1 3

28. Honduras 2 2

29. Ecuador 1 1

. Iran 1 1

. Russia 1 1

Number, by league

1 Only countries qualified (not including Brazil)


